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Poldat recognized Mr. Gandhi as the leader. Poldat knew he had no right in
this Province, because he was a prohibited immigrant.
Mr. Gandhi said he would like to ask witness two questions.
Why did Poldat enter the Transvaal?
Poldat said he entered the Transvaal as a protest against the £3 tax*
Would Poldat have gone back to die mines if that £3 tax
had been repealed?
Poldat said yes; if the Government had agreed to repeal the £3 tax, he
would have gone back.
Mr. Gandhi was asked if he wished to make a statement.
Mr. Gandhi then addressed the Court1
I admit that I advised not only the last witness but hundreds
of other Indians, whom I knew to be prohibited immigrants, to
cross the border from Natal into the Transvaal. Of my intention
to do so I gave the Minister of the Interior due notice and I
specially interviewed the Immigration Officer at Volksrust, and
informed him even of the date on which I proposed to cross the
border. I told both the Government and the Immigration Officer
that in doing so my only object was to make a demonstration against
the £3 tax which was weighing heavily upon those who were
affected by it, and to court for myself and the party who crossed
with me imprisonment. I assured them that nothing could be
further from my wish than to desire that a single one of those
men who crossed the border should remain in the Transvaal and
settle there, I said also that, with such a large number crossing
with me, I might be totally unable to prevent them for all time
from roving about the country and that, therefore, I hoped that
the Government would take charge of the men. Throughout
the march into the Transvaal, I endeavoured to keep the men
under control and to prevent them from dispersing, and I claim
that not a single Indian left the column if it may be so called.
I heard something at Heidelberg about the formation of a Vigi-
lants Committee at Volksrust, whose aim I understand was to make
the Government enforce the Immigration Act. There is, therefore,
common cause between the Committee and my co-workers and
myseE Through the Court I beg to make the assurance that the
present movement has nothing whatsoever to do with the unlaw-
ful entry for purposes of residence in the Transvaal of a single
Indian. I think I may fairly claim that my whole career in the
Transvaal has been actuated with the motive of assisting Govern-
1 Hie statement as reported in In&m Opinion h in the third person. The
original statement given here k extracted from the Transvaal Court Records*

